
Nebraska Political Parties and Elections								         921

Political Parties 
aNd electioNs



922 Nebraska Political Parties and Elections

Nebraska Political Parties

and Elections

Political Parties
By law, partisan and nonpartisan candidates for elective offices in Nebraska are 

nominated by primary election or by petition. Each party’s convention is held bienni-
ally after the primary election at a date set by the state central committee, but not later 
than Oct. 1. The convention determines the party’s state platform, selects a state central 
committee, nominates candidates for elective offices excepted from the operation of  the 
direct primary law, and selects candidates for electors for president and vice president 
of  the United States.

Democratic Party
State Headquarters: 201 N. 8th St., Suite 210, Lincoln, NE 68508, phone (402) 

434-2180, fax (402) 438-5011, toll free phone (800) 677-7068, email address — info@
nebraskademocrats.org, website — www.nebraskademocrats.org

State Chairperson: Jane Kleeb
Executive Director: Jim Rogers

Republican Party
State Headquarters: 1610 N St., Lincoln, NE 68508, phone (402) 475-2122, email 

address — info@negop.org, website — www.negop.org
State Chairperson: Dan Welch
Executive Director: vacant

Libertarian Party
State Headquarters: P.O. Box 360, Boys Town, NE, 68010, phone (402) 504-0722, 

email address — chair@lpne.org, website  — www. lpne.org
State Chairperson: Scott Zimmerman
State Vice Chairperson: Logan Rogers-Follis
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Elections
Statewide primary elections in Nebraska are held on the first Tuesday after the 

second Monday in May in even-numbered years.
Any citizen of  the United States may vote in a Nebraska primary or general elec-

tion, provided that he or she:
• is at least 18 years old. According to the state constitution, individuals may vote 

in any election held during the calendar year of  their 18th birthday, provided they reach 
the age of  18 on or before the general election.

• has registered to vote in his or her county of  residence by the second Friday 
before the election

• has never been convicted of  treason or felony under the laws of  Nebraska or 
the United States

This section includes Nebraska presidential election returns from 1868 to 2016 
and election returns from Nebraska’s 2018 primary and general elections as certified by 
the Board of  State Canvassers and the Legislature.

Year	 Candidates	 Party	 Vote	 Total Vote1 

Nebraska Presidential Election Statistics, 1868-2016

1868........................... Grant......................................Republican............................................................... 9,772............................ 15,291
	 Seymour.................................Democratic.............................................................. 5,519
1872........................... Grant......................................Republican ............................................................18,329............................ 25,932
	 Greeley...................................Democratic.............................................................. 7,603
1876........................... Hayes......................................Republican ............................................................31,915............................ 49,328 
	 Tilden ....................................Democratic............................................................17,413
1880........................... Garfield .................................Republican.............................................................54,979............................ 87,452
	 Hancock.................................Democratic............................................................28,523
	 Weaver....................................Greenback ............................................................... 3,950
1884........................... Cleveland...............................Democratic............................................................54,391..........................134,202
	 Blaine......................................Republican.............................................................76,912
	 St. John...................................Prohibition............................................................... 2,899 
1888........................... Harrison ................................Republican...........................................................108,425......................... 202,632
	 Cleveland...............................Democratic............................................................80,552
	 Fisk.........................................Prohibition............................................................... 9,429
	 Streeter ..................................National Labor........................................................ 4,226 
1892........................... Cleveland...............................Democratic............................................................24,943..........................200,192
	 Harrison.................................Republican.............................................................87,213
	 Weaver ...................................People’s Independent...........................................83,134
	 Bidwell....................................Prohibition............................................................... 4,902 
1896........................... McKinley...............................Republican...........................................................103,064......................... 223,182
	 Bryan......................................Democratic and People’s Independent...........115,007 
		  Middle of  the Road Populist.................................... 797
	 Palmer ...................................National (Gold) Democratic................................. 2,885
	 Bentley...................................Prohibition .............................................................. 1,243
	 Matchett.................................Socialist........................................................................ 186 
1900........................... McKinley...............................Republican...........................................................121,835..........................241,430
	 Bryan......................................Fusion ..................................................................114,013
	 Woolley..................................Prohibition............................................................... 3,655
	 Barker.....................................Middle of  the Road Populist................................. 1,104
	 Debs.......................................Socialist...........................................................................23 

1 From 1868 to 1904, the number in the “Total Vote” column is the sum of  the votes cast for each presidential candidate 
on the ballot. From 1908 to the present, the “Total Vote” number is the total number of  ballots cast at the general 
election, regardless of  whether a vote was cast for president.
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2 Stand-in for Curtis LeMay.

1904........................... Roosevelt...............................Republican...........................................................138,558......................... 225,732
	 Parker.....................................Democratic............................................................52,921
	 Watson...................................People’s Independent...........................................20,518
	 Swallow..................................Prohibition............................................................... 6,323
	 Debs.......................................Socialist..................................................................... 7,412 
1908 .......................... Taft.........................................Republican...........................................................126,997......................... 271,491
	 Bryan .....................................Democratic and People’s Independent...........131,099
	 Chafin.....................................Prohibition .............................................................. 5,179
	 Debs.......................................Socialist..................................................................... 3,524 
1912 .......................... Wilson....................................Democratic and People’s Independent...........109,008..........................259,124
	 Roosevelt...............................Progressive.............................................................72,689 
	 Taft.........................................Republican.............................................................54,216
	 Debs.......................................Socialist...................................................................10,185
	 Chafin.....................................Prohibition............................................................... 3,383
1916........................... Wilson....................................Democratic..........................................................158,827......................... 302,685
	 Hughes ..................................Republican...........................................................117,771
	 Benson...................................Socialist..................................................................... 7,141
	 Hanley ...................................Prohibition............................................................... 2,952
	 Reimer....................................Socialist Labor............................................................ 624 
1920 .......................... Harding-Coolidge.................Republican...........................................................247,498......................... 390,833
	 Cox-Roosevelt.......................Democratic..........................................................119,608
	 Watkins-Colvin.....................Prohibition............................................................... 5,947
	 Debs-Stedman......................Socialist..................................................................... 9,600
1924 .......................... Coolidge-Dawes...................Republican...........................................................218,585..........................471,600
	 Davis-Bryan..........................Democratic..........................................................137,289
	 LaFollette-Wheeler...............Independent........................................................106,701 
	 Faris-Brehm...........................Prohibition............................................................... 1,594
1928........................... Hoover-Curtis.......................Republican...........................................................345,745......................... 554,762
	 Smith-Robinson....................Democratic..........................................................197,959
	 Thomas-Maurer....................Socialist..................................................................... 3,434
1932........................... Roosevelt-Garner.................Democratic..........................................................359,082......................... 576,946
	 Hoover-Curtis.......................Republican...........................................................201,177
	 Thomas-Maurer....................Socialist..................................................................... 9,876
1936 .......................... Roosevelt-Garner.................Democratic..........................................................347,454......................... 617,066
	 Landon-Knox.......................Republican...........................................................248,731
	 Lemke-O’Brien.....................Union......................................................................12,847
1940 .......................... Roosevelt-Wallace.................Democratic..........................................................263,677..........................623,781
	 Wilkie-McNary.....................Republican...........................................................352,201 
1944........................... Roosevelt-Truman................Democratic..........................................................233,246..........................568,464
	 Dewey-Bricker......................Republican...........................................................329,880
1948........................... Truman-Barkley....................Democratic..........................................................224,165..........................497,084
	 Dewey-Warren......................Republican...........................................................264,774
1952........................... Eisenhower-Nixon...............Republican...........................................................421,603......................... 616,236
	 Stevenson-Sparkman...........Democratic..........................................................188,057 
1956........................... Eisenhower-Nixon...............Republican...........................................................378,108......................... 584,786
	 Stevenson-Kefauver.............Democratic..........................................................199,029 
1960........................... Kennedy-Johnson.................Democratic..........................................................232,542......................... 619,399
	 Nixon-Lodge.........................Republican...........................................................380,553 
1964 .......................... Johnson-Humphrey.............Democratic..........................................................307,307......................... 592,673
	 Goldwater-Miller..................Republican...........................................................276,847 
1968........................... Nixon-Agnew........................Republican...........................................................321,163......................... 540,176
	 Humphrey-Muskie...............Democratic..........................................................170,784
	 Wallace-Griffin2 ...................American................................................................44,904 
1972........................... Nixon-Agnew........................Republican...........................................................406,298......................... 591,616
	 McGovern-Shriver...............Democratic..........................................................169,991 
1976........................... Carter-Mondale.....................Democratic..........................................................233,692......................... 623,764
	 Ford-Dole..............................Republican...........................................................359,705
	 Maddox-Dyke.......................American.................................................................. 3,380
	 MacBride-Bergland..............Libertarian................................................................ 1,482
	 McCarthy-Paine....................Independent............................................................ 9,409

Nebraska Presidential Election Statistics, 1868-2016 
(Cont’d.)

Year	 Candidates	 Party	 Vote	 Total Vote1 
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Nebraska Presidential Election Statistics, 1868-2016 
(Cont’d.)

1980........................... Reagan-Bush.........................Republican...........................................................419,937..........................651,281
	 Carter-Mondale.....................Democratic..........................................................166,851
	 Anderson-Lucey...................Independent..........................................................44,993
	 Clark-Koch............................Libertarian................................................................ 9,073
1984 .......................... Reagan-Bush.........................Republican...........................................................460,054..........................670,781
	 Mondale-Ferraro..................Democratic..........................................................187,866
	 Bergland-Lewis.....................Libertarian................................................................ 2,079
	 Mason-Zimmerman ............Independent............................................................ 1,066
	 Serrette-Ross.........................Independent............................................................ 1,025
1988 .......................... Bush-Quayle..........................Republican...........................................................398,447......................... 678,669
	 Dukakis-Bentsen..................Democratic..........................................................259,646
	 Paul-Marrou..........................Libertarian................................................................ 2,536
	 Fulani-Dattner......................New Alliance........................................................... 1,743
1992........................... Clinton-Gore.........................Democratic..........................................................217,344..........................744,548
	 Bush-Quayle..........................Republican...........................................................344,346
	 Perot-Stockdale.....................Independent........................................................174,687
	 Marrou-Lord.........................Libertarian................................................................ 1,344
	 Hagelin-Tompkins................Independent............................................................... 714
	 Fulani-Munoz.......................Independent............................................................... 848
1996........................... Clinton-Gore.........................Democratic..........................................................236,761..........................686,749
	 Dole-Kemp...........................Republican...........................................................363,467
	 Perot-Choate.........................Reform...................................................................71,278
	 Browne-Jorgensen................Libertarian................................................................ 2,792
	 Hagelin-Tompkins................Natural Law............................................................. 1,189
	 Phillips-Titus.........................By Petition............................................................... 1,928
2000........................... Bush-Cheney.........................Republican...........................................................433,862..........................707,223
	 Gore-Lieberman...................Democratic..........................................................231,780
	 Nader-LaDuke......................Green......................................................................24,540
	 Buchanan-Foster..................By Petition............................................................... 3,646
	 Browne-Olivier.....................Libertarian................................................................ 2,245
	 Hagelin-Goldhaver...............Natural Law................................................................ 478
	 Phillips-Frazier......................By Petition.................................................................. 468
2004........................... Bush-Cheney.........................Republican...........................................................512,814..........................792,827
	 Kerry-Edwards.....................Democratic..........................................................254,328
	 Nader-Camajo.......................By Petition............................................................... 5,698
	 Badnarik-Campagna.............Libertarian................................................................ 2,041
	 Peroutka-Baldwin.................Nebraska.................................................................. 1,314
	 Cobb-LaMarsche..................Green........................................................................... 978
	 Calero-Hawkins....................By Petition.....................................................................82
2008........................... Obama-Biden........................Democratic..........................................................333,319..........................814,012
	 McCain-Palin.........................Republican...........................................................452,979
	 Nader-Gonzalez...................By Petition............................................................... 5,406
	 Baldwin-Castle......................Nebraska.................................................................. 2,972
	 Barr-Root...............................Libertarian................................................................ 2,740
	 McKinney-Clemente............Green........................................................................ 1,028
2012........................... Obama-Biden........................Democratic..........................................................302,081..........................804,245
	 Romney-Ryan........................Republican...........................................................475,064
	 Johnson-Gray........................Libertarian..............................................................11,109
	 Terry-Smith...........................By Petition............................................................... 2,408
2016........................... Trump-Pence........................Republican...........................................................495,961
	 Clinton-Kaine.......................Democratic..........................................................284,494
	 Johnson-Weld........................Libertarian..............................................................38,946
	 Stein-Baraka..........................By Petition............................................................... 8,775..........................860,573

Year	 Candidates	 Party	 Vote	 Total Vote1 
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958 Nebraska Political Parties and Elections

Nebraska General Election Statistics —
November 6, 2018 (Cont’d.)

Referendum No. 427

An initiative measure to require Nebraska to amend its Medicaid state plan to expand eligi-
bility to cover certain adults ages 19 through 64 whose incomes are 138 percent of  the federal 
poverty level or below as defined by federal law, and to maximize federal financial participation 
to fund their care. 

Adams........................................... 4,570........................ 5,271 
Antelope...........................................878........................ 1,499 
Arthur.................................................62........................... 140 
Banner...............................................111........................... 177 
Blaine...................................................85........................... 151 
Boone................................................892........................ 1,222
Box Butte...................................... 1,714........................ 1,738
Boyd..................................................305........................... 555 
Brown................................................449........................... 850 
Buffalo.......................................... 6,706........................ 9,095 
Burt................................................ 1,397........................ 1,380 
Butler............................................. 1,282........................ 1,946 
Cass............................................... 4,840........................ 5,209 
Cedar............................................. 1,420........................ 1,783 
Chase.................................................535........................... 912 
Cherry...............................................725........................ 1,522 
Cheyenne...................................... 1,360........................ 1,612 
Clay................................................ 1,054........................ 1,497 
Colfax............................................ 1,005........................ 1,353 
Cuming......................................... 1,396........................ 1,705
Custer............................................ 1,409........................ 2,941
Dakota........................................... 2,383........................ 1,879 
Dawes............................................ 1,740........................ 1,475 
Dawson......................................... 2,537........................ 3,410 
Deuel.................................................294........................... 370 
Dixon................................................884........................ 1,206 
Dodge........................................... 5,698........................ 5,697 
Douglas..................................... 123,813......................72,364 
Dundy...............................................288........................... 423 
Fillmore.............................................964........................ 1,423 
Franklin.............................................576........................... 707
Frontier.............................................353........................... 616 
Furnas...............................................807........................ 1,186 
Gage.............................................. 3,792........................ 4,205 
Garden..............................................399........................... 553 
Garfield.............................................269........................... 465 
Gosper..............................................314........................... 474 
Grant...................................................85........................... 193 
Greeley..............................................394........................... 482 
Hall................................................ 7,649........................ 8,586 
Hamilton....................................... 1,508........................ 2,330 
Harlan...............................................593........................... 764 
Hayes...................................................98........................... 268 
Hitchcock.........................................413........................... 594
Holt............................................... 1,383........................ 2,544 
Hooker................................................93........................... 190 
Howard.............................................874........................ 1,351	

Jefferson....................................... 1,213........................ 1,561 
Johnson.............................................773........................... 875 
Kearney.............................................961........................ 1,500 
Keith.............................................. 1,321........................ 1,724 
Keya Paha.........................................101........................... 250 
Kimball.............................................639........................... 645 
Knox............................................. 1,482........................ 1,811 
Lancaster..................................... 69,984......................43,371 
Lincoln.......................................... 5,383........................ 6,603 
Logan..................................................80........................... 226 
Loup..................................................107........................... 175 
Madison........................................ 4,178........................ 5,719 
McPherson.........................................73........................... 164 
Merrick.......................................... 1,398........................ 1,797
Morrill...............................................836........................ 1,177
Nance................................................518........................... 616 
Nemaha........................................ 1,155........................ 1,343	
Nuckolls............................................634........................... 978 
Otoe.............................................. 2,823........................ 3,191 
Pawnee..............................................453........................... 582 
Perkins..............................................476........................... 683 
Phelps............................................ 1,400........................ 2,227 
Pierce.................................................921........................ 1,684 
Platte............................................. 4,245........................ 6,147 
Polk....................................................726........................ 1,247 
Red Willow................................... 1,447........................ 2,211 
Richardson................................... 1,298........................ 1,543 
Rock..................................................211........................... 412 
Saline............................................. 1,884........................ 2,063
Sarpy............................................ 34,896......................29,913 
Saunders....................................... 3,950........................ 5,045 
Scotts Bluff .................................. 5,332........................ 4,993 
Seward........................................... 2,792........................ 3,863 
Sheridan............................................758........................ 1,148 
Sherman............................................505........................... 697 
Sioux..................................................183........................... 319 
Stanton..............................................881........................ 1,200 
Thayer...............................................852........................ 1,205 
Thomas...............................................77........................... 240 
Thurston....................................... 1,017........................... 645
Valley.................................................671........................ 1,001
Washington................................... 3,792........................ 4,937
Wayne............................................ 1,432........................ 1,568
Webster.............................................521........................... 767 
Wheeler.............................................160........................... 215 
York............................................... 1,956........................ 2,939 
TOTAL..................................... 356,891....................309,533 

County	 For	 Against County	 For	 Against


